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public, and provides a forum for education, commu-
nication, and recognition of colored pencil artists.

Advertising in To The Point
Advertising is available to individual and corporate 
CPSA members on a first-come basis. Full information 
on ad sizes, rates, and submission formats is available 
from Melissa Miller Nece, Corporate Relations  
Director, at corporaterelations@cpsa.org. Reservation 
deadlines are August 15 for the November issue 
and February 15 for the May issue. For questions on 
submitting advertising materials, contact CJ Worlein, 
Creative Image Director, at image@cpsa.org.

CPSA Membership
To The Point is a benefit of CPSA membership. 
Anyone 18 years of age or older may become a CPSA 
member by submitting a membership application  
and paying the membership dues (currently $45  
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contents January 2018 Volume 27 Number 1

features
12 	 Success in Art
	 If you’re familiar with Eileen Sorg and her delightful depiction of  

wildlife in imaginative scenes, you know she has a successful business 
selling originals and reproductions of her work. Here is her story and 
tips on marketing art.

14 	 Members Brave the Elements
	 Hurricanes Harvey and Irma wreaked havoc in 2017, affecting some 

of our members. A few share their experiences with us.

49 	 No More “Humble” Pencils
	 What do we unintentionally convey when we talk about colored pencil? 

50 	 Six Reasons You’re Not as  
Creative as You Could Be

	 Lisa Unger is a writer whose take on reasons her fellow writers fall short 
on creativity also can be applied to artists.    

51 	 Book Review: 
Reductionism in Art and Brain Science

	 Linda Koffenberger begins by saying, “Wait! Don’t let the geeky title 
stop you from reading this book!” Find out why.

52 	 Business Cards That Drive Art Sales
	 Learn how to use a business card to promote your art from marketing 

expert and artist, Dave Geada.

11	 CPSA Board: News and Needs
	 Meet our new exhibitions director and say “welcome back” to a 

familiar face. But we still have a spot left to fill!  

16 	 CPSA 25th Annual International 
Exhibition and Convention Section

	 18	 Selected Entries by Artists’ Locations
	 19	 Juror’s Statement; Strathmore’s Thank You; Entries by Subject
	 20	 $5,000 CIPPY Award and CPSA Best of Show Winner
	 21	 More Award Winners
	 23	 Selected Artwork
	 30	 Silent Auction—Small Works of Great Magnitude
	 31	 District Chapter Forum 2017
	 32	 2017 Signature and Merit Awards; Award Donors
	 33	 The Convention: A Whole New Perspective
	 35	 Raffle Prize Winners
	 36	 25 Years of Camaraderie
	 37	 CPSA Thanks These Product Donors
	 38	 Convention Photo Album
	 40	 District Chapter Displays at the 2017 Convention
	 42	 Pat Averill Workshop: Seeing the Magic of Landscapes
	 43	 Jeffrey Baisden Workshop: Mastering Reflective Surfaces

44 	 Explore This! 14 on View February 1

columns
4	 On the Surface
	 Vera Curnow’s 2018 Founder’s Challenge:  

“Once Around the Color Wheel.” 

7	 Work in Progress
	 President Melissa Miller Nece had a brush with 

Hurricane Irma, but it’s not what you’d think.

9	 The Ongoing Dialog
	 Vice president Kay Schmidt shares your answers 

to the question posed in our last issue.

57 	 Members in the News

59	 Letters

cpsa news
45 	 Call for Entries: CPSA 26th  

Annual International Exhibition
	 Entry deadline is March 31 for the 26th Annual CPSA 

International Exhibition and Convention; Meet our juror

46 	 Workshops Offered at Convention 2018
	 Registration begins January 15. Convention workshops sell  

out quickly, so don’t wait! 

47 	 CPSA Convention 2018
	 The 26th Annual CPSA Convention is coming to Chicago  

48 	 ArtSpectations 2017 Awards
53	 New Signature Pins
	 Check out the newly designed CPSA and CPX signature pins

54 	 Product News
	 Get the scoop on new products from CPSA corporate members 

55 	 CPSA in the Media
56 	 District Chapter News
58 	 Membership Update
63	 A Whole New CPSA Website

20	 On the Cover: 
	 BFFs—Save the Elephants, 

CPSA 25th International 
Exhibition Best of Show 
and CIPPY Award  
winner. Meet the artist, 
Gemma Gylling.

Articles in To The Point represent the views of the author and are not necessarily those of CPSA. We thank members for any images they may submit. Photo credits are shown when possible. 



contents June 2017 Volume 26 Number 2

features
13 	 The Limitations of Working from Photos  

and How to Compensate for Them
	 Guest artist Vianna Szabo explains how our point and shoot  

photography can work against us, and what to do about it.

18 	 Drawing with Only Three Primary Colors
	 CPSA charter and signature member Mike Pease creates large  

works of art quickly, using only the three primary colors.

30 	 Fire & Water: Two Artists Tell Their Stories
	 They both lost artwork...one to flood and one to fire. How does it  

feel to know that the art you labored over has been lost forever? 

33 	 Bringing to Life the Monsters of the Mind
	 A new CPSA member recounts how a shocking  

MS diagnosis was his personal and artistic wake-up call.   

36 	 Book Review: A Perfect Red
	 Linda Koffenberger takes on a book about the secret behind what,  

for 300 years, has been considered the best and brightest red pigment. 

37 	 Update Your Browser!
	 If your online purchases are processed through PayPal,  

you will want to be sure your browser is up to date...soon!

38 	 The Founder’s 2017 Challenge: Abstracts
	 See our members’ abstracts—all 115 of them!

47 	 Spotlight: DC 109–Metro Washington DC
53 	 New Resource for Art Materials and Techniques
	 At last! An online resource with independent information for artists.

10	 CPSA in the Media
	 Here’s a recap of all the ways CPSA has been reaching  

out to the art community during the past year.

11 	 CPSA Needs You!
	 With two national governing board members leaving this 

November and one leaving in 2018, we need volunteers.

12 	 Three New Corporate Patron Members
	 CPSA welcomes Conté à Paris, Kore Design LLC, and UART 

Premium Sanded Pastel Papers.

14 	 25th Annual CPSA International Exhibition 
and Convention 

	 Thinking about going to the CPSA convention next month? 
Here’s everything you need to know.

17 	 Congratulations to the Artists
	 The 120 artists whose paintings were selected by juror Joann 

Moser for the CPSA 25th Annual International Exhibition are listed.

columns
5	 On the Surface
	 We were challenged by CPSA founder Vera 

Curnow to create an abstract using colored 
pencil. She talks about the results of our efforts.

6	 Work in Progress
	 President Melissa Miller Nece realizes that her 

non-objective art has a mind of its own.

8	 The Ongoing Dialog
	 VP Kay Schmidt shows us pencil sharpener 

favorites from some of our members.

54 	 Members in the News

56	 Letters

cpsa news
20 	 Explore This! 13 Exhibition Results
	 21	 New CPX Signature Members and Merit Awards;  

	 Explore This! 13 Award Donors
	 22	 Juror Trudi C. Van Dyke and Juror’s Statement
	 23	 Meet EXPY and Best of Show Winner Carol Maltby
	 24	 Explore This! 13 Award Winners
	 26	 Selected Artwork

35 	 ArtSpectations 2017–18 Open for Entries
46 	 District Chapter News
48	 2016 District Chapter Juried Shows
50 	 CPSA at NAMTA / Salt Lake City
	 Ways and Means director Andrew Purdy finds humor  

and hard work at his first NAMTA trade show. 

52 	 Product News
	  

23	 On the Cover: 
	 The Potter, EXPY and Best  

of Show Award winner of 
Explore This! 13. Meet the artist, 
Carol Maltby, CPSA, CPX (NY).

Articles in To The Point represent the views of the authors and are not  
necessarily those of CPSA. We thank members for any images they may  
submit. Photo credits are shown when possible. 
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contents January 2017 Volume 26 Number 1

features
12 	 Hosting My Own Gallery Exhibition
	 Fed up with her gallery experiences, Australian CPSA member and 

award-winning artist Julie Podstolski set up her own successful  
exhibition, selling three-quarters of the 26 paintings she displayed. 
Learn how she handled every step, from start to finish.

15 	 Ways to Price Your Artwork
	 Carolyn Hancock writes about all the factors that can affect artwork 

pricing—and options to consider when you price yours.

47 	 Seven Ways to Talk About Your Fine Art
	 Judy Ballance says that unless you can talk clearly, fluently, and 

coherently, you’ll find it almost impossible to promote your own work.    

50 	 CPSA Collaborates with Local Art Center 
in Lightfastness Testing

	 This former elementary school built in the 1960s proves to have the 
perfect imperfect windows for testing colored pencil lightfastness. 

51 	 Book Review—The Art Forger
	 Linda Koffenberger reviews this story by B.A. Shapiro of a struggling 

artist caught up in a scheme to sell her Degas forgery as an original. 
The book includes details about the process of painting a forgery— 
a fascinating look at another aspect of art. 

10	 CPSA Board Changes
	 The more things change...well the more they change.  

16 	 CPSA 24th Annual International 
Exhibition and Convention

	 18	 Selected Entries by State
	 19	 Juror’s Statement; Entries by Subject Category
	 20	 $5,000 CIPPY Award and CPSA Best of Show Winner
	 21	 More Award Winners
	 23	 Selected Artwork
	 30	 2016 CPSA Signature and Merit Awards
	 31	 Gallery Talk with Our Juror, Michael Monroe
	 32	 Silent Auction—Small Works of Great Magnitude
	 33	 A Peek Inside the District Chapter Forum
	 34	 Another Huge Gala Night Giveaway in Tacoma!
	 36	 CPSA Thanks These Product Donors
	 38	 Convention Photo Album
	 40	 Chapter Displays at the 2016 Convention
	 42	 Kendra Ferriera Workshop: Colored Pencil Goes 3-D
	 43	 Tracy Frein Workshop: Drawing by Subtraction

44 	 ArtSpectations 2016–17 Awards
	 See the winners in both Signature and Non-signature categories 

columns
4	 On the Surface
	 Founder Vera Curnow talks about abstract  

art and double-dares us all to experiment. 

6	 Work in Progress
	 President Melissa Miller Nece shares her 

approach to creating non-objective art

8	 The Ongoing Dialog
	 Kay Schmidt has member responses to the 

question “What was your path to creating your 
own recognizable style?”

55 	 Members in the News

57	 Letters

cpsa news
45 	 Explore This! 13 On View February 1

46 	 Call for Entries: CPSA 25th Annual 
International Exhibition

	 Entry deadline is March 31 for the 25th Annual CPSA 
International Exhibition and Convention; Meet our juror

48 	 CPSA Convention 2017
	 The 25th Annual CPSA Convention is coming to Rockville, MD, 

just an hour north of Washington DC.  

49 	 Workshops Offered at Convention 2017
	 Two of our 15-year merit signature members will lead workshops 

at the convention. You’ll want to sign up early! 

52 	 Product News
	 Get the scoop on new products from CPSA corporate members 

53 	 CPSA in the News
	 We’re leaving “lowly” out of our vocabulary 

54 	 District Chapter News
	 DC 210–San Jose celebrates its 20th anniversary; There’s a new 

chapter in Texas! 

20	 On the Cover: 
	 Daughter of Midas, 

CPSA 24th International 
Exhibition Best of Show 
and CIPPY Award  
winner. Meet the artist, 
Suzanne Vigil.
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contents June 2016 Volume 25 Number 2

features
7 	 Congratulations to the Artists
	 The 120 artists whose paintings were selected by juror Michael W. 

Monroe for the CPSA 24th Annual International Exhibition are listed. 

11 	 Ugh—That Creative Block
	 The dreaded creative block. What is it? How do you get rid of it?

12 	 Finding Inspiration in Artist Residencies
	 In a rut? Here’s how Sarah Becktel found new inspiration far from home.

14 	 Please Don’t Eat the Pencils
	 Ever wondered about health risks from your art materials?  

17 	 The Perils of Living With a Non-Artist
	 What happens when artist and non-artist share living space?

28 	 Are You a Hobbyist, Amateur, or Pro?
	 Author and art coach Aletta de Wal talks about the path most artists 

take. Where are you, and where do you want to go from there?

29 	 More Business Books for Artists
	 Here are books that can help with everything from contract forms to  

marketing to handling criticism and rejection.

32 	 Your Website: Hits Versus Visits
	 A little insight on evaluating activity on your website.

33 	 Book Review: Two Books by John Berger
	 Linda Koffenberger reviews Ways of Seeing and Bento’s Sketchbook

35 	 About That Coloring Book Fad...
	 Denise Howard discusses the fad and its impact on fine artists.

8	 You’re Invited to Tacoma, Washington
	 Here are all the details about where, when, and how to attend 

the CPSA 24th Annual International Exhibition and Convention.  

10 	 This Year’s Convention Workshops
16 	 ArtSpectations 2016–17 Open for Entries
19 	 Explore This! 12 Exhibition Results
	 20	 New CPX Signature Members and Merit Awards;  

	 Explore This! 12 Award Donors
	 21	 Juror Holly Koons McCullough and Juror’s Statement
	 22	 Explore This! 12 Award Winners
	 24	 Selected Artwork

30 	 Requirements for CPSA Exhibitions
	 Some requirements are universal for all CPSA exhibitions, some 

are specific to one. Here’s a list you can keep for easy referral.

31 	 Acceptable Products for International
	 Here is the most current list of acceptable brands and blending 

agents to help ensure your paintings meet entry requirements. 

columns
4	 On the Surface
	 Ever wonder about the instant attention for  

artwork done by celebrities? CPSA founder 
Vera Curnow weighs in.

5	 Work in Progress
	 President Melissa Miller Nece laments about  

her own version of Murphy’s Law.

6	 The Ongoing Dialog
	 VP Kay Schmidt shares member responses to 

the question “What would you most like to 
change or improve about your art?”

48 	 Members in the News

49	 Letters

cpsa news
36 	 District Chapter News
	 37	 DC 114-Raleigh/Durham NC has partnered with  

	 North Carolina Aquariums for annual nature shows
	 38	 2015 District Chapter Juried Shows and Awards

40 	 Spreading the Word
	 CPSA continues to explore electronic and print advertising 

avenues to help spread the word about CPSA to more colored 
pencil artists. And we react to Time’s coloring book article.

42 	 Lightfastness: Interpreting Results
	 A member’s question leads to more en“light”enment. 

43 	 ASTM Congratulates CPSA Efforts

44 	 CPSA at the 2016 NAMTA Trade Show
	 Ways and Means director Sharon Arffa attends her first  

NAMTA show.  

46 	 Product News
	  

22	 On the Cover:  
Human Briar, Best of Show  
and EXPY Award winner of 
Explore This! 12 by Art Venti. 
See this painting in its entirety 
and all the award winners.
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contents January 2016 Volume 25 Number 1

features
10 	 Awards Banquet Keynote Speech
	 CPSA Vice President Emeritus Bernard Poulin delivered an inspirational 

keynote at the awards banquet. Here’s the transcript. 

41 	 Q&A with Award Winners
	 We ask some interesting questions of our top winners of the 23rd 

International Exhibition and the 2015-16 ArtSpectations competition.

42 	 En Plein Air—Colored Pencil Style
	 The thought of going outside to draw may never have crossed your 

mind. Maybe it should.    

46 	 Book Review—The Undressed Art: Why We Draw
	 Linda Koffenberger brings us a review of author Peter Steinhart’s take 

on that very basic question: Why do people draw? 

47 	 A Letter to My Young Artist Self
	 Artist Sonja Caywood compares what she thought becoming a  

“full-time artist” would be like when she was young to what it really 
took to get there.

 50 	 How to Get Lucky
	 Clint Watson shares the four characteristics of “lucky people.” Are you 

“unlucky” or are you not seeing opportunities?

9	 CPSA Board Changes
	 The CPSA national governing board has seen departures, a few 

job shifts, and welcomes its newest board member.  

14 	 Happy Anniversary, Dear Vera
	 For the 25th anniversary of CPSA, how do you honor the woman 

who started it all?

15 	 23rd Annual CPSA International Exhibition
	 16	 Entries by Subject Category and by State; Juror’s Statement
	 17	 $5,000 CIPPY Award and CPSA Best of Show Winner
	 18	 $2,000 CPSA DC Award for Exceptional Achievement Winner
	 19	 International Exhibition Award Donors; More Award Winners
	 21	 Selected Artwork
	 27	 2015 CPSA Signature and Merit Awards
	 28	 71 Product Donors Add Zing to the Convention
	 29	 2015 Raffle and Door Prizes
	 30	 Photos: Trade Show, DC Forum, NGB Meeting
	 31	 Photos: Hospitality, Art Gala, Artists’ Reception, Dessert Party
	 32 	 Photos: Awards Banquet
	 33	 Silent Auction—Small Works of Great Magnitude
	 34	 Chapter Displays at the 2015 Convention
	 36	 Pam Belcher Workshop: The Thrill of Two-sided Drafting Film
	 37	 Morgan Kari Workshop: The Midas Touch

columns
4	 On the Surface
	 Founder Vera Curnow shows how a coloring 

book is enriching patients’ lives. 

6	 Work in Progress
	 President Melissa Miller Nece asks, “What’s the 

Deal with Deadlines?”

7	 The Ongoing Dialog
	 Kay Schmidt shares member responses to the 

question “What do you find to be the most  
difficult aspect of creating art?”

51 	 Members in the News

53	 Letters

cpsa news
38 	 Explore This! 12 Opens February 1

39 	 Join Us This Summer in Tacoma, WA
	 Mark your calendar for the 24th Annual CPSA International 
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