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One of my key objectives while 
creating a painting is to hold the 
attention of my audience—for 

as long as possible. Strong patterns of light 
and dark help us with that, but there is more.

For instance:

Our vision is frequently drawn to high-
contrast, sharp edges, and saturated 
color. Consequently, placing your  
painting’s hardest (sharpest) edge, maybe 
your darkest dark against your lightest 
light (high-contrast) and even your 
painting’s strongest color at (or near) 
your center of interest, will often help 
pull the viewer’s attention there.

Norman Rockwell repeatedly purposed 
to place his painting’s lightest light and 
darkest dark near his center of interest.

Corners are often seen as opportunities 
for the viewer’s eye to “escape.” As a 
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result, you might notice compositions 
where an artist has endeavored to “close 
off ” a painting’s corner through a design 
component.

The foreground in a piece may have a 
linear compositional item strategically 
placed there (a road, river, fallen tree, 
etc.) to help lead the observer up into  
the painting. Other “lines” within the 
composition can also be used to try  
and direct the viewer toward your center 
of interest.

Your painting’s audience will often 
“look where your painting’s characters 
are looking”—something N. C. Wyeth 
repeatedly used.

Several of the elements I’ve been trying 
to describe have been highlighted in the 
painting below to illustrate my points. 

About the Author
S.C. Mummert is an oil painter and a 
regular contributing writer for Fine Art 
Views. He is best known for his  
romanticized vision of the American 
West. Trained to paint by a commercial 
artist at a young age, Mummert later  
received one-on-one instruction from 
Tom Ryan and John Asaro. 

Regardless of the time period he’s  
portraying, adventure and optimism are 
recurrent themes found in his work. Like 
Rockwell and Sundblom before him, 
Mummert’s paintings regularly offer us a 
world filled with an infectious enthusiasm 
and confidence to overcome. 

Visit his website at scmummert.com.

S.C. Mummert

East Meets West, S.C. Mummert
Oil on canvas, 40" x 60" 
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“Throw your heart into the picture 
and then jump in after it!”  
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—Howard Pyle (1853–1911)  
American illustrator and author

CPSA takes another step into the electronic age

Every year CPSA has printed and 
mailed its members a directory of 
current members as of the end of 

the calendar year.
While the directory is a valuable resource 
for many of us, the printed version has 
some drawbacks. It doesn’t include 
members who’ve joined or renewed after 
the December 31 deadline. Also, many 
members just file it away and never refer 
to it again. Couple that with escalating 
printing and postage costs, and it just 
makes sense to go digital.

Here’s how it will work
In early January, I’ll create the directory 
as usual. But instead of being printed and 
mailed, the directory will be available as 
a PDF file. You’ll receive an email from 
CPSA with a time-limited link to the 
2019 directory PDF. You’ll just click the 

link to open the file in your browser, save 
the file onto your computer, and open it 
in Acrobat Reader.
If you don’t have email, you forget to 
download the PDF, or have trouble saving 
it, you can still get the directory. The 
“Exclusive for Members” page under the 
CPSA website Store tab will have contact 
information to request a PDF be emailed 
to you or to purchase a printed copy.

And here are the benefits

1 PDF documents are searchable. Just 
hit a CTRL-F (or CMD-F) for “find” 

to open a search bar and type in the 
name or word you’re seeking.

2You’ll be able to print only the pages 
you want.

3Once the initial directory is complete, 
we will later be able to offer an  

addendum PDF of members who have 
joined or renewed after the initial  
directory deadline of December 31. The 
separate addendum can be updated as 
needed and will be available throughout 
the rest of the membership year.

4 The funds that would have gone for 
printing and mailing the directory 

will be available to benefit CPSA  
members in other ways.


